
Inspiration is Everywhere 

This time of year, when I am looking for inspiration all I need to do is walk out my front door and glance 

at the daffodils, tulips, lilacs and other Spring flowers that have made their way through the cold and 

compacted soil to face the sun and grow. 

Just like those spring flowers, Transgender people, Gender Nonconforming folk and their allies are 

inspiring too! 

Last month, we held a Transgender Day of Visibility event at the Bradbury-Sullivan Center where I was 

once again awed by the Trans/GNC people who came out in the spirit of community and in the spirit of 

educating the general public about important issues.  Despite coming from different backgrounds, 

different towns, being of different ages and different generations we came together to make a 

difference and to create allies. 

Just remember that making allies is not a one-day of the year activity.  It truly requires trans/GNC people 

to be out and about and interacting with the general public.  Every time we shop, do business, eat 

dinner, or attend an event we are showing people that we are here to stay.  Pride is the key.  Pride is 

inspiring, and coincidentally, Pride season is right around the corner! 

I hope you find something in this newsletter that will inspire you to get out there and proudly inspire 

others! 

 

Join Josie At Our Next Monthly Dinner 

Join our hostess with the mostest at The Blue Monkey in Catasaqua for great burgers, brick-oven pizza 

and more.  Then come on over to the monthly Renaissance meeting.  Please RSVP no later than Friday, 

May 10.  Please RSVP here. 

 

Discussion Topics For Our Next Meeting On May 11 

As we do not have a guest speaker for our May meeting, we will have more time for discussion and 

sharing.  We will kick things off with a discussion on “Sources of Information.”  We want you to share 

where you got/get the information you need to understand the trans condition and how to come to 

terms with it.  This could include books, film, tv shows, the web, etc. 

 

The Results Are In:  

At the May meeting we will also be sharing the results of our blind survey of Renaissance members.  

Some key findings were: 

• 27% of respondents had never been to a meeting  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/renaissance-monthly-dinner-tickets-60973550531


• Motivations for attending meetings: 59% seek social activity, 56& seek personal support, 41% 

seek info 

• The most important activities at meetings: Connecting with others 81%, Getting advice 72%, 

Supporting others 56%, Speakers 53% 

• Frequency of Meeting Attendance: never=27%, 1-3/year =27%, , more than 9 per year 24% 

• Preferred meeting activities: open discussion, topic-based discussion, guest speakers, social time 

• A majority are interested in attending a second monthly meeting 

 

Changes Coming To Our Facebook Presence 

We have created a new Facebook Page for LV Renaissance.  It will become the primary FB presence for 

Renaissance going forward with announcements, etc.  You may find that page at this link.  So please take 

a look and save it as a favorite. 

Additionally, effective May 12 our current Facebook group will transition from being an “open” to a 

“closed” group.  This will allow more members to have private discussions between meetings or events.  

 

Looking for Volunteers 

We have a number of upcoming initiatives that we are seeking volunteers for.  If you are interested, 

please contact Corinne. 

• Coordinating our free van ride to the Philly Trans-Wellness Conference 

• Facebook page moderators 

• Coordinating our Transgender Day of Remembrance program in conjunction with MCCLV and 

the BSC 

• Assisting with set-up/breakdown/tabling at LV Pride and the Allentown Artsfest.  

• Birthday recognition 

 

Thanks to a generous donation, we also have a number of new programs that are in the works and we 

may need assistance in launching them.  Stay tuned!  

 

June Is Our Annual Barbeque Picnic 

This year we are inviting members of the trans masculine and parents of trans kids support group.  The 

event will take place on June 8 at 6:30pm and while Renaissance provides the burgers and dogs, we 

kindly ask attendees to bring a dish to pass.   

 

Have you considered supporting Renaissance with a Facebook Fundraiser? 

https://www.facebook.com/Lehigh-Valley-Transgender-Renaissance-395235484645560/?modal=admin_todo_tour


If you have a presence on Facebook you have the ability to create a fundraiser in honor of your birthday.  

100% of all funds raised go to your charity of choice.  If you wish to support Renaissance, please 

designate the Bradbury-Sullivan Center as your designee.  Than once the number is in, we can contact 

the Center to have them direct those funds toward Renaissance programming. 

 

There is a New Trans-Affirming Clinic In Town 

Comprehensive Health Services is a function of the Lehigh Valley Health Network.  They are currently 

operating ½ day per week on Wednesday mornings but are seeking to expand services.  They offer 

Hormone Therapy and Counselling services.   

Contact Info:  

Nick Blankenberg 

610-969-2611 

Nichol_P.Blankenberg@lvhn.org 

 

 

Pride Season Is Here! 

If you have never been to a Pride Festival, this is the year to do so as it is the 50th anniversary of the 

founding of the LGBTQ movement at Stonewall.  Upcoming Pride events include: 

• May 18 - New Hope Pridefest 

• June 9 – Philly Pride 

• July 21 – Reading Pride 

• June 30 – New York City Pride/Stonewall 50 

• July 13 – NEPA Pride, Wilkes-Barre 

• Aug 18 – Lehigh Valley Pridefest  
 

 

Upcoming Trans/Gender Conferences 

June 8 – Trans Youth Forum, Princeton, NJ 
July 27-29 – Philadelphia Trans Wellness Conference 
Oct 30-Nov 3, 2019  - NYC Coming Out 
 

Do You Know An LGBTQ Person Who Is Looking To Become A Parent? 

The Bradbury-Sullivan Center is holding a special seminar at 6pm on May 7th to provide advice on how to 

do so.  Topics will include Adoption Law, Reproductive medicine, financial planning and more. 

mailto:Nichol_P.Blankenberg@lvhn.org
https://www.njtyf.org/
https://www.mazzonicenter.org/trans-wellness
http://newyorkcomingout.org/


 

News You Can Use! – Click on the links to learn more: 

• HHS is planning on implementing rules that would roll-back protections for transgender 

patients.  Learn more here: 

• A national sorority has implemented a policy banning trans women. 

• In good news, Prince Harry has thrown his weight behind a charity that supports trans 

youth in the UK. 

• Read the story of two trans women who dedicated themselves and their time to helping 

as many trans service members as possible save their careers prior to the 

implementation of the trans ban. 

• Here is the story of another trans advocate.  Clair Bow is a Texas Lawyer who fights for 

trans rights.   

• We are thankful for legal advocates like the ones profiles in the two prior stories 

because the US Supreme Court will soon be making decisions on whether or not LGBTQ 

people are protected from job discrimination. 

• While some in our Government may be slow to support trans/GNC folk, more an more 

companies are doing so.  Here is an example! 

• Many colleges and universities are also getting on the trans-inclusivity band wagon!  

 

 Reminder About Meeting Etiquette 

• We are a judgement-free zone and we support the entire spectrum of gender identity 

• All conversations at our meetings are to be held completely confidential – What is said at a 
meeting stays in the meeting 

• Please do not interrupt or have side conversations when someone is speaking in group 
session 

• If you meet/see a Renaissance member in public, you should not approach them unless they 
have given you specific permission.  No one wants to be outed unless it is on their terms. 

• You may only take photos of people who have given you their permission. 

• We kindly request a $5 per person voluntary donation at our meetings.  This helps to defer 
costs for food, printing and other activities.  If you are unable to contribute monetarily, 
please consider volunteering at a Renaissance event.  

  

 Events Calendar 

 

• May 8 - Parents of Trans Kids.  6pm at the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center  

• May 8 – De Colores support meeting for Spanish speakers.  6:30pm at the Bradbury-Sullivan 
LGBT Community Center  

• May 11 – Monthly dinner at The Blue Monkey, Blue monkey. 1092 Howertown rd., 
Catasauqua– 5pm.  Please RSVP here 

https://www.politico.com/story/2019/04/24/hhs-transgender-1379336
https://www.washingtonblade.com/2019/04/25/zeta-phi-beta-bans-transgender-women-from-membership/
https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/prince-harry-throws-support-behind-transgender-youth-charity-n998121
https://www.capitalgazette.com/lifestyle/ac-cn-trans-military-ban-0419-story.html
https://www.texasstandard.org/stories/claire-bow-works-to-make-the-legal-system-more-responsive-to-transgender-people/
https://www.latimes.com/politics/la-na-pol-supreme-court-gay-transgender-workplace-discrimination-20190422-story.html
http://www.towleroad.com/2019/04/harrys-shave/?fbclid=IwAR2d9J14zlYwEfTVx22fmpQc3sMBzlndbHsJ--V7_VIJUBnnfJgB17ci1fc
https://www.thecollegefix.com/nearly-90-schools-now-offering-transgender-medical-coverage-for-students/?fbclid=IwAR0CxAl5k2j2A8MkaUHmmYcOL_qMZHFnpGP5P14FdFJgOB1jGCaGoJUejUg
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/renaissance-monthly-dinner-tickets-60973550531


• May 11 – Monthly Renaissance Meeting – One week earlier than normal – Amanda Lenz 
From Revive Hair Salon will be visiting 

• May 28 – Trans Masculine Support Group. 6:30pm at the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT 
Community Center 

• June 13 – Film “The life and death of Marsh P Johnson” at the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT 
Center  6pm 

• July 11 – Film showing of “Transmilitary” at the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Center  

• August 19 – Lehigh Valley Pride at JCC 
   

Other Services of Note: 

• Free LGBT Legal Clinic: Free half-hour consultations with attorneys re: name change, 
discrimination, harassment, and more.  Every other Tuesday from 4-6pm.  

• HIV/STI Testing: Free, totally non-judgy, drop-in testing for HIV and other sexually-transmitted 
infections (STIs) every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month from 4-6pm. 

  

Privacy Notice: Lehigh Valley Transgender Renaissance and the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Center respect 

everyone's right to privacy.  You received this email because you signed-up for the Renaissance mailing 

list.  If you no longer wish to receive emails from us, please reply to this email with that request. 

 


