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NEWSLETTER 
December 2019 

 

New Look, New Beginnings 

 

Let us Introduce ourselves... 

As Corrinne takes on new projects on behalf of LV Renaissance, we would like to take this opportunity 

to introduce ourselves as your new monthly newsletter writers. My name is Bethany (right) and my 

wife’s name is Hazel Grace (left). We have been attending LV Renaissance since May and have loved 

how welcoming and supportive all the members have been with the entire process of transitioning 

and simply needing someone to talk to. My wife, Hazel, began her physical transition about one year 

ago soon after we found we were pregnant with our son. It’s been a wild journey, full of tears, 

laughter, and all the emotions in between. But all in all, we are confident in our transition, as our 

marriage has evolved into something different and much more beautiful than what it ever has been. 

We love sharing our story with others and provide a listening ear to those that are just beginning their 

transition.  

 

 



 

 

 

Quotes to Inspire you! 

“The pessimist sees difficulty in every opportunity. The optimist sees the opportunity in every 

difficulty.” - Winston Churchill 

“It’s not whether you get knocked down, it’s whether you get up.” - Vince Lombardi 

 

Spouses Transition, too!  By: Bethany Roses 

I’ll be honest; when I got married, I never imagined my life to be what it is today. I never imagined 

watching my spouse transition to become a brand-new person. There were many times when I 

thought it would be easier to throw in the towel and move on, but my love for Hazel was just too 

strong to let go. However, throughout this process, I needed to take care of MYSELF. Even though  

Hazel was trying to tackle her own struggles, I was struggling, too. I started by getting my own 

therapist to talk to through this transition. I spent many months grieving the loss of my husband, and 

also learning to accept and love this new person. I then began openly communicating with Hazel 

about my feelings, because in the past, I would just bottle them up. The bottom line is that EVERYONE 

transitions throughout this process. Be there for each other and keep the line of communication open. 

The other side of the transition is much brighter. 

Thoughts of A Transgender Person By: Hazel Grace Roses 

 

As transgender individuals enter this journey, many ask the questions: Is this who I really am? Can I 

really go through this? Will I lose my family? Will I lose my friends? Will I ever pass? Can I afford this 

transition? Will I be happy if I transition? Where the heck do I start? Will I ever find happiness? These 

are all the questions I always asked myself in the beginning. However, the ultimate question I ask 

myself is, “Can I afford not to do this?” Most of the time, people will say, ‘Yes, I can.’ They will go on  

and live their life in denial, shame, and embarrassment to come out and be their true, beautiful self . 

When I hit my breaking point of not being able to be Hazel Grace all the time, I spiraled downhill so 

fast. I was miserable and angry at the world. I felt like dying would give me the fastest happiness I 

could ever want, because the pain, hurt, and hate would be gone and I would finally be at peace. I am 

currently on the look for a new job that is more accepting of Hazel Grace . People always ask me, “Why 

do you do this to yourself?” I think people assume I have a choice in the matter. People will never 

understand it’s not a choice; it’s who we are . In the beginning, it can be so scary and stressful but it’s 

so worth it to begin the transition. What’s a life worth living if you can’t find your happiness and be the 

person you always wanted to be? So to all of my transgender friends out there looking for acceptance 

and happiness, just remember you are loved and are worth so much more then this life can give you . 

 



 

 

 

 

LV Renaissance - December Meeting - HOLIDAY POTLUCK 

The next LV Renaissance meeting will be held on December 14th. This month is our holiday potluck 

and the meeting will start at 6:30pm, instead of our normal start time of 7:30pm. If you haven’t 

already done so, please consider bringing a dish to share. When the sign-up sheet went around last 

month, many signed up to bring a sweet dish. To create more balance for our potluck, we need more 

main/savory dishes. Below is what has already been signed up for: 

● Racquel: Meatballs 

● Charlene: Spanish rice 

● Christian & Anita: Jewish apple 
cake  

● Hazel & Bethany: main dish 

● Christin: Pumpkin Pie 

● Jillian: cookies 

● Jaymee: Fruit plate 
● Michele & Aurik: cookies 

● Nicole: soup 
● Christine: main dish 

● Tommie: Mac and cheese 

Keystone Conference - SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE! 

The Keystone Conference has announced their dates for 2020. The conference will be taking place on 

March 25-29, 2020. Lehigh Valley Renaissance is offering two fully paid scholarships for the 

conference. Scholarships will cover two days of conference fees (Friday & Saturday), shared hotel 

room, and all conference provided meals, including the Gala Dinner. You can find out more about the 

conference at http://www.keystone-conference.org/.  

You download the application on the Renaissance website here 

In Case You Missed It 

As always, it’s great to see everyone at our monthly Renaissance gatherings. We enjoy seeing the 

familiar friends and welcoming new friends into our ‘family.’ Our discussion topic for this past 

meeting was the importance of having allies throughout this journey of making transgender and non-

gender conforming folks feel accepted and supported.  

 

 

 

http://www.keystone-conference.org/
https://www.renaissancelv.org/scholarships?fbclid=IwAR37Z79ofhup5QIPreFGY6Y8-XLKkQcIdxz85ykU4CK2pL2Ns5CpLcFPbUw
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More Trans Events Coming Your Way 

First Event: First Event is one of the longest running conferences in the U.S. for transgender and 

gender expansive people and those who love and support them. 

First Event 2020 will be held January 29 – February 2 at the iconic Boston Park Plaza Hotel in Boston’s 

historic Back Bay neighborhood. 

Trans Youth Forum: The Trans Youth Forum is an annual event provided by HiTOPS. This all-day 

conference includes guest speakers, workshops, and activities where transgender, nonbinary, and 

otherwise gender expansive youth are able to connect and learn together.  

The dates for this forum have not yet been released, so stay tuned! For more information on this 

event, click here. 

Philadelphia Trans Wellness Conference: The Philadelphia Trans Wellness Conference is all about 

community. Started by Charlene Arcila and a  group of  transgender community members, providers, 

and community base organizations, it has grown to become the largest FREE trans-specific 

conferences in the world. 

The mission of PTWC is to educate and empower trans individuals on issues of health and well-being; 

educate and inform allies and health service providers; and facilitate networking, community-

building, and systemic change.  The conference will be taking place on July 23-25, 2020.  

Transgender Topics in the News 
● Supporters of transgender community rally to demand action to capture suspect in brutal 

attack 

● A transgender woman says she was humiliated when she was forced to remove her makeup 

for her ID 

● A clothing exchange helps cater to transgender youth 

● Transgender expo helps Army vet adjust to new life 

● The first Trans woman to be a Rhodes Scholar was just recognized 

Looking for Trans-Friendly Resources? 

If you’re looking for information regarding local doctors, therapists or other trans-affirming resources, 

please visit the resources page at www.renaissancelv.org  

http://firstevent.org/about/hotel/
https://www.njtyf.org/
https://www.mazzonicenter.org/trans-wellness/charlene
https://www.mazzonicenter.org/trans-wellness/charlene
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/2019/11/22/supporters-of-transgender-community-rally-to-demand-action-to-capture-suspect-in-brutal-attack/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2019/11/20/transgender-woman-says-she-was-humiliated-when-she-was-forced-remove-her-makeup-her-id/
https://www.npr.org/2019/11/23/781639326/wardrobe-update-clothing-exchange-caters-to-transgender-youth
https://www.tampabay.com/news/military/2019/11/24/transgender-expo-helps-army-vet-adjust-to-new-life/
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2019/nov/24/first-transgender-rhodes-scholar-2020-class
http://www.renaissancelv.org/
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Transgender Day of Remembrance - 2019 

 

On November 20th, we held a service with our allies at MCCLV to remember those transgender lives 

that were lost to violence or suicide over the past year. The service was very meaningful and brought 

forth a great message of how important it is for all of us to continue to be a strong family and 

community for each other. The ultimate goal is for us to read less and less names as the years go on. 

Afterwards, the fellowship was great, as many people were able to gain resources to further support 

themselves through their own personal journeys.   102 people attended this year’s event. 

We would like to especially thank our speakers Pastor Beth Goudy, Shawn Devault, Corinne Goodwin, 

and Victoria Marsh for their thoughtful remarks during the service. We also want to give a shout out to 

the following members of the MCCLV family who helped this program run smoothly: Brian Jones, 

Lauren Knoll, and Karina Santana. Thanks to the Bradbury-Sullivan Center for help with the food.  

Lastly, thank you our Renaissance members Josie, Mel, and Christine for helping the service go off 

without a hitch! 

We also want to thank K.C. Lopez from WLVT for the wonder TV news piece she did.  You can view it 

here. 

 

https://www.wlvt.org/blogs/northampton/remembering-trans-lives-lost/
https://www.wlvt.org/blogs/northampton/remembering-trans-lives-lost/
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Always Stay in the  Know - Follow Us on Social Media! 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram!  

            

 

Upcoming Events  
● November 26, 6:30pm – 8:00pm – Trans Masculine Group @ Bradbury-Sullivan Center 

● November 27, 6:30pm – 8:00pm – Trans Masculine Group @ Bradbury-Sullivan Center 

● Dec 1 at 5pm, FACT Snowball Gala Fundraiser - at the Steel Club 

● Dec 7 at 9pm  - MATC’s First Saturday at the Stonewall - at the Stonewall 

● Dec. 10 from 4:00-6:00pm - LGBT Legal Clinic - @ Bradbury-Sullivan Center 

● Dec. 11 from 4:00-6:00pm - Free Flu Shots (RSVP Required) - @ Bradbury-Sullivan Center 

● Dec. 11 from 4:00-6:00pm - Free HIV & STI Testing - @ Bradbury-Sullivan Center  

● Dec. 11 from 4:00-6:00pm - Hep A Vaccinations - @ Bradbury-Sullivan Center 

● Dec. 11 from 6:00-7:30pm - Parents of Trans Kids - @ Bradbury-Sullivan Center 

● Dec. 14 from 7:30-10pm - Renaissance Transgender Meet-up for trans folk and allies - @ 

MCCLV 1401 Greenview Dr., Bethlehem (Doors open at 6:30)  

● Dec. 17 from 5:30-7:00pm - Bereavement Group - @ Bradbury-Sullivan Center -  

● December 17 from 6:00-8:00pm - Queer and Trans People of Color - @ Bradbury-Sullivan 

Center  

● Dec. 17 from 6:30-8:00pm - Transfemine Group - @ Bradbury-Sullivan Center  

● Dec. 18 from 12:00-2:00pm - Coffee and Conversation with AARP (RSVP Required) - @ 

Bradbury-Sullivan Center 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Lehigh-Valley-Transgender-Renaissance-395235484645560
https://www.instagram.com/lehighvalleyrenaissance/
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Corinne’s Corner - Renaissance Year-To-Date Results  

Renaissance is so much more than a monthly support meeting.  We serve the Transgender and 

Gender-Diverse community in multiple ways including: Monthly Meet-Ups, Social Activities, 

Web/Social Media presence, Conference Programs, Outreach & Education Programming and so much 

more.  We do all of this with minimal budget.  We have even more exciting projects on the horizon but 

for now, here is a summary of our activities and the number of contacts/people served year-to-date: 

  

 

 

Privacy Notice: Lehigh Valley Transgender Renaissance and the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Center 

respect everyone's right to privacy.  You received this email because you signed-up for the 

Renaissance mailing list.  If you no longer wish to receive emails from us, please reply to this email 

with that request. 

 


