
Celebrating with our Sisters and Brothers 

Like many of you, I have just returned form the Keystone Gender Diversity Conference and, as always, I 

have returned feeling energized about the Trans* community and ready to make a difference. 

The Keynote Speaker for the event was Kimberly Shappley who is the mom of a trans child.  She spoke 

about her personal struggle with acceptance and her journey to becoming an activist not just for her 

daughter, but for all people. 

She finished her talk by saying that everyone can play a role – whether they are stealth or out and 

whether they are ambitious or lack resources. 

If you would like to make a difference for our community or LV Renaissance, please reach out to your 

Renaissance Leaders to share your thoughts. 

In the meanwhile, there is a lot happening so be sure to read on! 

 

Transgender Day of Visibility Activities 

We are working on two activities in support of the Transgender Day of Visibility on March 31st. 

• PBS 39 will be airing a mini-documentary about trans folk in the Lehigh Valley.  This will include 

interviews with Renaissance members.  The piece is likely to air on the Thursday newscast. 

• We are having a TDOV event at the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Center on March 31st at 6:30pm.  

This will include a Panel discussion, audience Q&A and time to meet and mingle.  This event is 

for trans folk and – more importantly – the wider public to learn about trans people and the 

issues they confront. 

 

NOTICE regarding our April Meeting 

Please note our April meeting will be taking place on the first Saturday of the month (April 6).  Our guest 

speaker will be Amanda Lenz from the Revive Salon.  She will be helping us with hair and wig 

care/styling. 

 

Would You Like to Be Featured in A Professional Photoshoot and Article? 

We all know that Stephen Libby and his team at the Lehigh Valley Gay Journal are tremendous allies for 

the trans community and now they want to do a profile on LV Renaissance in their next issues (drops 

during Pride).  That would include a photoshoot with some of our members that would include a full 

make-over and hair style.   If you would like to participate, please contact Corinne Goodwin no later 

than March 28th! 



 

Pride party at Cedar Crest College 

Our friends ate Cedar Crest College’s Diversity and Inclusion Center are having an early LGBT Pride 

celebration on April 10th and Renaissance members are invited.  They are still in the midst of settling the 

details but promise that there will be lots of fun and different events going on throughout the whole day 

including educational sessions, discussions, music and yard games, picnic food, roasting marshmallows, 

an LGBT Q&A, and a drag bingo show.  Mark your calendars and stay tuned as more details are 

announced. 

 

Upcoming Trans/Gender Conferences 

• April 9 - NEPA Trans Health Conference  

• July 27-29 – Philadelphia Trans Wellness Conference 

• Oct 30-Nov 3, 2019 – NYC Coming Out  

 

Do You Know About Marsha P Johnson? 

Marsha P. Johnson, was a transgender activist who was active in the Stonewall Uprising and 

subsequently became a strong advocate for trans/GNC people along with taking an active role in 

advocating for people who has HIV infections through ACT UP.  She was found dead in the Hudson river 

in 1992 under what many people think were suspicious circumstances.  You can learn more this icon of 

the LGBTQ movement on June 13th when the Reel Queer Film Festival has a showing of “The Life and 

Death of Marsha P. Johnson.” 

 

Renaissance Member Survey 

Whether or not you are attending Renaissance meetings, we are asking you to help us to do a better job 

supporting our member’s needs.  With that in mind we have created a 10-question survey where you 

can make your voice heard.  The survey will be completely anonymous and should take less than 10 

minutes to complete.  Please click on this link to complete the survey.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DRZTDDK  

 

For the latest updates and news, join our Facebook Group 

http://www.nepatranshealth.com/
https://www.mazzonicenter.org/trans-wellness
http://newyorkcomingout.org/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DRZTDDK


Newsletters typically come out once a month, but we update our Facebook group regularly!  Joining 

takes just a few seconds and gives you the opportunity to communicate with Renaissance members as 

well! 

 

News You Can Use! – Click on the links to learn more: 

• A federal judge has ruled that the DOD cannot implement the trans ban until the plaintiffs in 

their case have an opportunity to appeal.  Here is the story. 

• Thailand has just elected its first transgender member of Parliament! 

• There has been a lot of talk about Japan’s requirement that a trans person be sterilized in order 

to change their gender marker.  But that country is not the only place that requires extensive 

surgery prior to gender marker changes. 

• NPR just did a great story on the challenges trans folk have with accessing affirming healthcare. 

• Trans people who live in rural communities in South Dakota – a state where a host of anti-trans 

legislation was recently defeated - are profiled in this article. 

• In more medical news, a Catholic-owned hospital recently refused to perform gender affirming 

surgery on a trans person.  They cited religious exemptions.  Approximately 15 percent of all 

hospitals are owned by the Catholic Church. 

• A West Virginia school administrator is appealing his firing after it was found that he was 

harassing a transgender student. 

• LGB and trans migrants say they are experiencing significant levels of discrimination at the 

hands of immigration officials along the border. 

• Religious groups that discriminate against LGBTQ people have been in the news lately, but here 

is a positive editorial about how religious communities can open their doors on TDOV. 

  

 Reminder About Meeting Etiquette 

• We are a judgement-free zone and we support the entire spectrum of gender identity 

• All conversations at our meetings are to be held completely confidential – What is said at a 
meeting stays in the meeting 

• Please do not interrupt or have side conversations when someone is speaking in group session 

• If you meet/see a Renaissance member in public, you should not approach them unless they 
have given you specific permission.  No one wants to be outed unless it is on their terms. 

• You may only take photos of people who have given you their permission. 

  

 Events Calendar 

 

• March 26 – Trans Masculine Support Group. 6:30pm at the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community 
Center 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/523631651003122/
https://taskandpurpose.com/pentagon-transgender-ban-ruling
http://www.papermag.com/thailand-elects-first-transgender-mp-2632788093.html
https://www.thedailybeast.com/its-not-just-japan-many-us-states-require-transgender-people-get-sterilized
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2019/03/12/npr-fresh-challenges-to-state-exclusions-on-transgender-health-coverage
https://www.argusleader.com/story/news/2019/03/12/south-dakota-transgender-legislation-lgbtq-stigma-coming-out/2989162002/
https://www.wdtv.com/content/news/School-official-appeals-job-removal-after-trans-boy-harassed-507657541.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/transgender-gay-migrants-allegedly-suffer-rampant-abuse-new-mexico-ice-n987286
https://baptistnews.com/article/transgender-day-a-chance-for-churches-to-open-doors-and-hearts-to-our-transgender-neighbors/#.XJorKphKiUk


• March 27 - Parents of Trans Kids.  6pm at the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center 

• March 31 – Transgender Day of Visibility event. 6:30pm at the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Center 

• April 4 – Artist reception with trans artist Cupid Ojala.  6pm at the Bradbury Sullivan Ctr 

• April 6 – Monthly dinner at The Shelby in Allentown – 5pm.  Please RSVP here 

• April 6 – Monthly Renaissance Meeting – One week earlier than normal – Amanda Lenz From 
Revive Hair Salon will be visiting 

• April 10 - Parents of Trans Kids.  6pm at the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center 

• April 10 – Early Pride Party at Cedar Crest College 

• June 13 – Film “The life and death of Marsh P Johnson” at Bradbury Sullivan Ctr.  6pm 

• August 19 – Lehigh Valley Pride at JCC 
   

Other Services of Note: 

• Free LGBT Legal Clinic: Free half-hour consultations with attorneys re: name change, discrimination, 
harassment, and more.  Every other Tuesday from 4-6pm.  

• HIV/STI Testing: Free, totally non-judgy, drop-in testing for HIV and other sexually-transmitted 
infections (STIs) every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month from 4-6pm. 

  

Privacy Notice: Lehigh Valley Transgender Renaissance and the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Center respect 

everyone's right to privacy.  You received this email because you signed-up for the Renaissance mailing 

list.  If you no longer wish to receive emails from us, please reply to this email with that request. 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/renaissance-monthly-dinner-tickets-59331864203

