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Eastern PA Trans Equity Project’s mission is to Empower Transgender People while Promoting Social Justice and 
Building Community. We serve Trans folk and the people who love them in Lehigh, Northampton, Berks, Monroe, 
Montgomery, Bucks, Luzerne, Lackawanna, Carbon and Schuylkill counties. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feeling Lucky 

I think we all go through times we feel less fortunate or that we don’t have much. We pay the ‘Woe is me’ card when 
things get tough and sometimes it’s hard to get yourself out of those negative thoughts. Be reminded of how lucky 
you are to have amazing friends in support groups (that are almost like a second family!) to help support you 
through these difficult times. Being a part of the LGBTQ community comes with its own set of challenges and 
adversities. Be reminded of how lucky we truly are to have each other, especially when we need it the most! 
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Upcoming Trans-Focused Meet-Ups 

Due to the current COVID-19 outbreak all support group meetings are taking place virtually via ZOOM - Please 
note logins change periodically to ensure security. 

Next Renaissance Transgender Meet-Up - Second Saturday Every 
Month @ 7:00pm (March 13) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82818647982?pwd=emJqYWRUUnVjOVZUWEE5ZWdBK2I2Zz09  

● Meeting ID: 828 1864 7982 
● Passcode: EPTEP 

Spouses & Partners - Second Tuesday Every Month @7:30pm 
(March 9) 

https://lvacademy.zoom.us/j/83253823949?pwd=V1g1aUdybkM2QUpJYWE0d3BwZkwxUT09  

● Meeting ID: 832 5382 3949 
● Passcode: spouses 

Beyond the Binary - Second Friday Every Month @7:30pm (March 12) 
 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88455936193?pwd=MmpMTW5ka3duQXhVVG9BN3VHSHJQdz09 
 

● Meeting ID: 884 5593 6193 
● Passcode: ENBY 

 

Pride in My Pigment - Third Friday Every Month @ 7:30  
(March 19) 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86959832086?pwd=enV6NUxERnYzbFp6Q29uVjdtbjRXZz09 
  

● Meeting ID: 869 5983 2086 
● Passcode: TPOC 
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Eastern PA Trans Equity Project 
Launches New Crisis Grant Program 

Every once in a while, an individual needs a helping hand. 
This is especially true during the COVID crisis when 
unemployment and economic dislocation are even worse. 
As a result of a generous grant from the Leonard-Litz 
LGBTQ Foundation we are launching a crisis grant program 
which will allow us to provide short-term and immediate 
assistance for trans folk or the parents of trans kids in need 
who reside within our service area. 

Eastern PA Trans Equity Project’s one-time rapid response 
micro grants are designed to help people with the 
following needs: 

Rent Security Deposits – If you are employed and have 
found an apartment but are unable to afford the security 

deposit (but can afford to pay monthly rent), we can help. Maximum benefit is $1,500. Payment will be made 
directly to your landlord. 

Rent Assistance – If you are in an apartment but are unable to pay your full rent this month, we can help. Maximum 
benefit is $250. Payment will be made directly to your landlord. 

Short-term housing – If you are homeless, we can help to get you shelter.  We will provide you with a hotel room for 
up to five days (up to $250 cost) while you seek permanent housing. 

Medical Expenses – if you are unable to pay for your trans-affirming medications, we can help.  We can provide you 
with a pharmacy gift card that will help to cover the cost of your HRT care. Applicants must have a current 
prescription from a licensed healthcare provider.  Maximum grant amount $250. 

Groceries – If you are hungry and you cannot afford food, we can help.   We can provide you with grocery store gift 
cards to ensure that you or your transgender child are fed and healthy.  Gift cards are available in $100 increments. 

Transportation – If you need access to transportation we can provide you with a bus pass so that you can get to 
work and see your doctor. We offer qualified applicants the ability to get a 30-day bus pass on the following regional 
transportation systems: Lehigh Valley –  LANTA; Montgomery County – Ride On; Monroe County – Pocono Pony; 
Luzerne County – LCTA; Lackawanna County – COLTS 

We are working with local social services agencies to promote this program but if you or someone you know is in 
need of assistance you can apply directly at this link.  Applicants must reside in EPTEP’s 10-county service area. 
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Pride in My Pigment - LAUNCHES MARCH 19th 

EPTEP and Renaissance are launching drop-in support group 
specifically for Black, Latinx and Indigenous People of Color called 
‘Pride in My Pigment.’  This group will be meeting every third Friday 
of the month, beginning on March 19th.  We want to give a special 
thank you to Izzy for volunteering to facilitate this group.  If you 
would like to be involved or added to the group mailing list, please 
contact info@PATransEquity.org. Please refer to the previous page 
of the newsletter for Zoom login information for this group. 

 

 
Transgender Day of Visibility - March 31st 

The International Transgender Day of Visibility is fast approaching 
and to celebrate we will be holding an educational panel event which 
you can register for it on ZOOM here or on Facebook here. 

along with executing a social media campaign featuring local trans 
folk talking about what being trans and visible means to them.  If you 
would like to be featured in our social media please send a photo of 
you along with a short paragraph telling us who you are to 
info@PATransEquity.org 

We want to thank our cosponsors for the TDOV program including 
MCCLV, The LGBTQ Business Council, The Gay Journal, The United Way and the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community 
Center. 

 

Rally for Transgender Rights - March 25th 

 

If you are unable to attend our online event on TDOV you 
might want to check out the Virtual Rally for Transgender 
Visibility on March 25th.  Eastern PA Trans Equity Project is 
cosponsoring this event along with several other 
Montgomery County social justice organizations.   You can 
learn more by clicking this link: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/482279056120424  
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NEPA Trans Health Conference - April 13th 

The NEPA Trans Health Conference is back!   

Taking place on April 13, this year’s conference will be 100% 
virtual and it is welcome to all!  The NEPA Trans Health 
Conference was conceived in 2012 as an educational forum for 
Northeastern Pennsylvania (NEPA) area health care 
professionals, their staffs, educators, and the general public to 
learn from the transgender community and from those who treat 

and support them about the necessary care, respect, and understanding of people who are transgender.  You can 
learn more and register by visiting: http://www.nepatranshealth.com/  

 
 
Have You Joined Us For A Virtual Workshop? 

Eastern PA Trans Equity Project is continuing to host free virtual workshops on topics of interest to transgender folk. 
This is an opportunity for transgender and gender non-binary people as well as their allies and family members to 
learn more about topics such as transgender medical care, financial, legal, and political concerns, wellness, as well 
as transition advice.  Workshops are 60-90 minutes in duration and will include opportunities for Q&A.  Please 
register for the programs of your choice at: https://www.patransequity.org/workshops/ 

 
● 2-Mar Top Surgery for Trans Women 
● 9-Mar Changing Your Name In PA 
● 11-Mar Building an affordable wardrobe from scratch!  
● 16-Mar Advocating for your healthcare 
● 23-Mar Reproductive healthcare for trans guys 
● 30-Mar Peeing, Packing and Binding 
● 31-Mar Transgender Day of Visibility Panel 
● 6-Apr  Choosing and working with a gender therapist 
● 13-Apr Telling Our Stories through writing 
● 20-Apr Life Planning for Transgender Folk 
● 27-Apr Voice Modification for Transition 
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Improving Gender Affirming Surgery 
Creating patient-centered care is important and If you have 
had gender affirming surgery or are considering it 
theTransgender and Non-Binary - Allied Research Collective 
(Trans-Arc) is conducting a survey that is seeking to 
understand trans folks’ priorities when it comes to these 
procedures.  Please take 10 minutes to complete the survey 
and improve outcomes for trans people at  
https://trans-arc.org/ 
 

 
Philadelphia Trans Wellness Conference Goes Virtual - Announces New 

Dates 
Due to COVID concerns the PTWC organizers have made the difficult 
decision to make this year’s conference a virtual event.  Additionally, they 
have moved up the dates of the event to July 22-24.  For more information 
and to see their announcement you can visit this link. 

 

 

Quotes to Inspire you! 
● “I can’t change the direction of the wind, but I can adjust my sails to always reach my destination.” - Jimmy 

Dean 

● “The best preparation for tomorrow is doing your best today.” - H. Jackson Brown, Jr.  
 

Transgender Topics in the News 
● Biden administration withdraws from transgender athlete case 
● Black transgender women are fighting housing insecurites for the LGBTQ community 
● Congressperson Marjorie Taylor Greene faced backlash for her transphobic actions 
● Rachel Levine handles transphobic remarks from Sen. Rand Paul with grace under pressure 
● New study from The Gallup Organization finds that almost 2% of people between the age of 18 and 23 

identify as gender expansive. 
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Join our campaign for visibility! 

 
As part of our Transgender Day of Visibility programming next year, we 
are going to feature profiles of trans and gender-expansive people on our 
social media.  If you would like to participate, please send a photo along 
with a 2-3 sentence description of yourself.  Here is an example from 
Mars:  
 
“For me, being trans and visible has given me the confidence I needed to 
be able to be me. It has also allowed me to be able to educate those who 
have questions about the community and change the way some people 
who had preconceived notions about trans people see us.” 
 
 
 

The TMI Project - Tell Your Story 

The TMI Project will be hosting their first Black Trans Stories 
Matter storytelling event this June. The applications are open for 
storytellers (due March 1st).  They are offering a $500 stipend for 
each of the 10 story tellers selected to compensate for their time 
commitment to the storytelling workshop (led by Black trans 
workshop leaders).  If you are interested in telling your story, 
apply here.  

 

Dr. Rachel Levine Testifies In Her Confirmation Hearing 

Yesterday was historic as Dr. Rachel Levine testified in a hearing on her way to becoming the first openly 
transgender person to serve in a high Federal Government office.  During the hearing, Senator Tammy Baldwin 
asked Dr. Levine about LGBTQ health and Dr. Levine responded by talking about the Pennsylvania LGBT Health 
Needs Assessment which was promoted by EPTEP.  You can watch this clip from the hearing here. 

Unfortunately, Dr. Levine had to endure listening to transphobic remarks and attacks on trans affirming physicians 
when Senator Rand Paul used his position as a Senator to spread lies and hate about transgender youth and their 
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medical needs.  Dr. Levine handled this attack with her usual grace and dignity.  Her example is just what our 
community needs and her conduct showed exactly how ready she is to go to work on behalf of the American people. 

Here We Grow Again! 

EPTEP’s service area continues to enlarge as we scale to 
empower as many trans identifying people as possible. 
Effective March 1st our empowerment grant programs 
are now available to qualifying residents of Luzerne and 
Lackawanna counties.  With the addition on this area 
EPTEP’s empowerment programs no cover 30% of the 
Commonwealth’s citizenry.   

We also are expanding our reach as we work more 
closely with other LGBTQ organizations such as The 
NEPA Rainbow Alliance, Saga Community Center in 
Montgomery County and others.  

 

 

Support the Equality Act  
The Equality Act was recently reintroduced in the House and the Senate.  This is a critical piece of legislation that 
would guarantee equality of rights for LGBTQ individuals and others with regard to access to housing, public 
accommodation, healthcare and employment opportunities in written law.  Currently, only 21 states have 
comprehensive laws on the book that protect LGBTQ individuals in these areas.  Pennsylvania is not one of them.  If 
you have questions about the details of the Equality Act, check out the infographic from the Movement 
Advancement Project on the next page. 
  
This bill was approved in the House this week and we expect the Senate to take up the legislation very soon. 
Passage is not assured though as we need to get at least 10 Republican Senators to support the Bill in order to avoid 
a filibuster.   
 
Please click on this link to contact your Senators to encourage them to support this critical 
legislation and if you live in PA, please call Senator Toomey at (610) 434-1444 to respectfully 
ask him to support the equality act 
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Corinne’s Corner - An Important Reminder... 
It was 5:16pm and I was sitting in my hotel room when my phone beeped to let me 
know that I had just received a text.  “Hi, this is DoorDash connecting you to your 
Dasher for updates about your order.”  Seconds later I got the text saying that the 
food my friend and I had ordered had arrived.  “Great, I thought… now we can eat.” 

 Being a woman staying in a hotel in a strange town I decided to meet the driver in 
the Lobby as opposed to letting them know what room I was in.  I was practicing 

what I often preached about safe practices for women – especially trans women. 

 I met the driver in the lobby and gave him an extra $5 tip.  He deserved it.  Afterall, it was a smallish order and he 
was likely hustling to keep food on his table and gas in his car during difficult times.  By 5:18 I was on my way back to 
my friend’s room to have our dinner when my phone beeped again. 

 “Take care gorgeous.” 

 Creepy, right?  I am travelling in a strange town.  I am staying in a less than desirable hotel (the cops had been there 
the night before to settle a domestic dispute).  I am alone with a friend who is recovering from surgery and a man I 
have never met before is hitting on me. 

 At 5:20 my phone beeps again… “Are you single?” 

 My gross-out meter is now on “10.”  I tell my friend about it and we have a conversation about how interacting with 
these people can lead to violence, assault and even murder - not just for trans folk but for any woman.  We also talk 
about how some trans folk are lonely and that loneliness encourages them to interact with chasers on social media 
or even chasers who drive for DoorDash. 

 I decide to report the driver’s conduct but since I am leaving the next day, I decide not to risk making this dude 
angry and so I will wait 24-hours to do so.  Why take chances, right?  My friend and I eat our burritos and watch some 
TV.  All seems back-to-normal and I head back to my room.  I throw the deadbolt on the door just to be safe. 

 9:41pm.  My phone beeps.  “I love tranny bitches.  Want to get together?” 

 I check the deadbolt, throw the security lock, put a chair in front of the door, make sure the windows are locked, 
draw the shades and sleep fitfully that night.  Even though I had planned on getting up at 7, I wake up at 5am and 
make the two-hour drive home.  I report the driver’s conduct to DoorDash by 8am the next day. 

 “Thank you for letting us know about this problem.  We hope you will give us another chance to earn your 
loyalty.” 

 It is now three days later, and I can’t stop thinking about this.  This is how it happens.  We get labelled.  We get 
threatened.  We are stigmatized.  We suffer trauma. 

 Be safe and smart out there. 
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Upcoming Events  

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many events/groups have been cancelled or are being held remotely.  Please check 
with the facilitators of other groups as needed below. 
 

● March 4 - Parents of Trans Kids in the Poconos 7pm (first Thursday of every month) - Contact Catherine at 
lgbtqpride.org@gmail.com for details  

● March 9 - Spouses and Partners meet-up (via Zoom) - Contact Corinne at lvrenaissanceinfo@gmail.com for 
details 

● March 10  - Parents of Trans Kids from 6-7:30pm (remote) - Contact Reilly at 
reilly@bradburysullivancenter.org for details 

● March 12  - Beyond the Binary Meet-up from 7:30-9pm (remote) - Contact KhrysExpositoclc@gmail.com for 
information 

● March 13  - Renaissance Meeting (remote) - Contact Corinne at lvrenaissanceinfo@gmail.com for details 
● March 23  - Transmasculine Group from 6:30-8pm (remote) - Contact Reilly at 

reilly@bradburysullivancenter.org for details 
● March 24  - Parents of Trans Kids from 6-7:30pm (remote) - Contact Reilly at 

reilly@bradburysullivancenter.org for details 
● March 24  - Transfeminine Group from 6:30-8pm (remote) - Contact Reilly at 

reilly@bradburysullivancenter.org for details 

Your Support Makes A Difference 
Our work saves lives and then changes them for the better. But it requires time and money to make these things 
happen.  Please consider a small tax-deductible donation to help us continue our work by visiting 
https://www.patransequity.org/donate/  or, if you are able to, please consider donating your time and skills through 
volunteering. 
 
Volunteer Opportunities   

Renaissance and EPTEP continue to broaden our services and our reach and that has resulted in opportunities for 
our members to step-up and spread the word of inclusiveness.  We currently are seeking: 

● People interested in writing a column for this newsletter 
● People who can accompany trans folk at their court hearings for legal name changes 
● People interested in finding guest speakers for Renaissance meetings 
● Bilingual individuals to assist Spanish speakers 

 
If you want to make a difference and enjoy the good feelings you get from doing good work, email us at 
info@PATransEquity.org 
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Register on Facebook here. 

 

Always Stay in the  Know - Follow Us on Social Media! 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram!  

         

 

Privacy Notice: Lehigh Valley Transgender Renaissance and the Eastern PA Trans Equity Project  respect everyone's 
right to privacy.  You received this email because you signed-up for the Renaissance/EPTEP mailing list or a Trans 
Topics seminar.  If you no longer wish to receive emails from us, please reply to this email with that request. 
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