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Black Trans Lives Matter 

Trans people of color are subject to extremely high levels of violence.  Year-to-date at 
least 16 trans people have been murdered and 14 of them were people of color.  Please 
join members of LV Renaissance as we gather to support our Black Trans sisters and 
brothers this Saturday in Bethlehem.  We are gathering at 3pm in front of the Bethlehem 
public library.  Will we see you there? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July = Beginning a New Normal 

It seems like we’re finally starting to return to ‘normal’ in our area after so many months of isolating and 
quarantining. Masks have become a precaution and also a fashion statement. Social distancing has become 
expected and contactless delivery/pick-up is becoming standard. As we think about how our country has already 
evolved because of this pandemic, I challenge you to think about how you can also evolve in the person you want to 
become. What positive changes can you make in your life to yield a happier lifestyle? Perhaps it’s coming out to 
family and friends, finally getting that name change, making that first doctor’s appointment, or reaching out to a 
therapist to help find your way. It’s time to allow our country’s new normals to also evoke change in you to become 
the best version of yourself! 
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Adjusting to New Norms 
Cooped up in Quarantine 

By: Hazel Grace Roses 

Before the pandemic, I struggled with people’s perception of me as a woman. When I stepped out of my house as 
Hazel Grace, I had no idea what people thought of me and whether or not I passed. Would I be ridiculed or judged or 
be able to go about my business like everyone else? It took months to get comfortable to the point where I don’t 
even think about it anymore. It was so bad that I would be shaking and trying to find the energy just to open my car 
door and step out . But due to this pandemic, I feel like going out now has brought back all those insecurities all over 
again. I think just being in quarantine has made it hard on everyone since the only people we have been able to see 
are our immediate families. So if you're one of those people that feel like I do, hang in there! Before we know it, we’ll 
be back in a routine that we’re at least somewhat familiar with.  And the fear of going out in public does  go away a 
lot quicker than at the beginning of your transition . As we begin to ‘go green’, enjoy the little things that give you 
your sense of freedom back! 

The Supporting Role 

By: Bethany Roses 

I have been fortunate throughout this pandemic to be able to continue working from home. Though my career has 
changed drastically (I’m a teacher), the fundamentals are still the same. Teach students, build rapport, and 
communicate with parents. And now that I’m on summer break, I find myself in a big supporting role as Hazel 
continues her transition amongst a pandemic. I have assisted her in the name change process to ensure she has 
all the files and paperwork she needs. My newest role is coaching her through getting her body in the best 
condition for upcoming gender confirmation surgery. I am extremely grateful to be able to be a strong support 
system for her through all of this. For any spouses or partners of those who are transitioning, I challenge you to 
see what ways you can show some extra support for the one you care most about. It doesn’t necessarily need to 
be a grand gesture, as many times the day to day things mean just as much, if not more! Take on the supporting 
role as much as you can to let your partner know that you have their back! 
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Next Renaissance Meeting - July 11 @ 7:00pm 
Because of the COVID 19 Pandemic, this event will be occurring  via Zoom. 
Please use the following information to attend the meeting: 

 
 
 

URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83491062605?pwd=eTBja0N3ZERocnJMRVl1TFdVVlZYdz09  
● Meeting ID: 834 9106 2605 
● Password: EPTEP 

 

 

Next Spouses & Partners Meet-Up 

The next Spouses & Partners of Trans Folk meet-up will be on Tuesday, July 14th at 
7:30pm via ZOOM.  Log-in info is as follows! 

URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84498168716?pwd=djQ0cG9hclEwbFB5R0cvZlY1ek4zUT09 

● Meeting ID: 844 9816 8716 
● Password: Partners 

 

Beyond the Binary 

The next Beyond the Binary meet-up will be on Friday, July 10th at 7:30pm via ZOOM. 
Log-in info is as follows! 
  
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86023358509?pwd=cG9hVlllenp0R1ltVnJMR0dLcStLZz09 
● Meeting ID: 860 2335 8509 
● Password: 461018 
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Quotes to Inspire you! 

● “One moment of patience may ward off great disaster. One moment of impatience may ruin a whole life.” 
— Chinese Proverb 

● “You are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, smarter than you think, and loved more than 
you'll ever know.” — A.A. Milne 

 

LV Renaissance Hosts Picnic 

On Saturday, June 20, LV Renaissance hosted a picnic in the park for all of its members. It was a great social event 
with lots of food and fellowship. Everyone had a wonderful time catching up and reconnecting. Stay tuned in the 
Monthly Newsletter and on the LV Renaissance Facebook for more events happening throughout the summer! 
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Renaissance & EPTEP Hit the Airwaves Speaking About SCOTUS Ruling 

 

The Supreme Court has ruled that employment disctimination against LGBTQ people is illegal and WLVT reached 
out to Renaissance to hear what we thought about it.  EPTEP Board Member Chloe Cole-Wilson (pictured) and 
three other Renaissance members lent their voices and opinions.  You can see the entire news story by clicking on 
this link:  https://www.facebook.com/PATransEquity/videos/1919562078175799/ 

 

EPTEP Celebrates a Milestone and Expands Services -  

Eastern PA Trans Equity Project (the parent of LV Renaissance) is continuing to expand services and our service 
area.  We have expanded our grant making footprint to include Carbon, Schylkill, Monroe, Berks and Bucks 
Counties.  This applies to all of our grant making programs.  EPTEP, which was launched in late February has 
already assisted over 30 people with grants for name changes, gender-affirming garments, and food assistance. 
Even during the COVID-19 outbreak we continue to work on improving the lives of trans folk in the Eastern part of 
Pennsylvania.  Go to www.PATransEqity.org to donate or learn more.  Ongoing services include: 

● Processing and approving grant applications for legal name changes 
● Mentoring for legal name changes 
● Processing, approving and distributing grants for gender-affirming garments/prosthetics 
● Processing, approving and distributing food assistance 
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Christina’s World and Pride -  

 By Andi Schatkowski 

Too many of my hours in this Covid 19 nightmare are unfortunately spent in front of the TV. 
That said, it has become a kind of “placeholder” in between projects at home. Fortunately, 
there are some gems that are worthy: David Attenborough’s Planet Earth series, for example. 

Roseann and I have been gleefully binging The Good Place on Netflix. Aerial America on The Smithsonian Channel 
provides me with visual candy and history that many times surprises. And, boring as it seems Aerial America 
sometimes has the capacity to awaken my writing muse. (Cue the groans) 

 The episode I watched this morning was an aerial tour of the state of Maine, home to Steven King (I knew that) 
and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (embarrassingly I didn’t know that). Many other fascinating tidbits were 
revealed as well: eastern most point in the USA, 60,000 acres of wild blueberries, 90% of Maine is covered in 
forrest, etc. But the one factoid that stood out to me today was that Andrew Wyeth (one of my favorite American 
painters) painted “Christina’s World” there while he stayed with the Olsen family. 

 

 “Wyeth’s neighbor Anna Christina Olson 
inspired the composition, which is one of 
four paintings by Wyeth in which she 
appears. As a young girl, Olson developed a 
degenerative muscle condition—possibly 
polio—that left her unable to walk. She 
refused to use a wheelchair, preferring to 
crawl, as depicted here, using her arms to 
drag her lower body along. “The challenge to 
me,” Wyeth explained, “was to do justice to 
her extraordinary conquest of a life which 
most people would consider hopeless.” 

 

That section of the show was when the muse tugged at my heartstrings. I came to realize in that short time that 
perhaps “Christina’s World” could be a metaphor for the transgender community. Although some of us trans folk 
are physically disabled (god bless you all) all in the community can understand   the struggles of Christina. She is 
trying to reach her home, dragging herself over the hilly  landscape to a place of safety. When you understand 
what she is up against, her goal might seem impossible. Many times after my “epiphany” when I started to accept 
my true self, I felt alone, facing an uphill battle to become whole, or in Christina’s case, safe. 
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Christina’s World and Pride (cont’d) 

In a circuitous way, this brings me to the importance of celebrating Pride Month. Fortunately for me, there was a 
network of friends and organizations who would give me the strength to carry me to a place I felt I could never get 
to. The struggles of the LGBTQ community are real. Pride Month is an opportunity to acknowledge our personal 
and community achievements, to educate and debunk. Moreover, it is an opportunity for those struggling to see, 
seek out and grasp the support they need to crawl up the hill to wholeness. Happy Pride Month!  

 

Looking for a new Facebook Photo Frame? 

LV Renaissance Eastern PA Trans Equity Project has created three trans pride frames that you can use on your 
Facebook profile!  You can find them by searching “Eastern PA Trans Equity Project” or “LV Renaissance” in the 
add a frame section of your Facebook profile photo! 

 

 

  
  

 

 

A New Conference Opportunity for Trans Students 

● LGBTQ+ Conference for Undergraduate Engineers: The O4U Conference allows for undergraduate 
students to collaborate with other LGBTQ+ students and create a support system as they go about finding 
their career path. This year’s O4U Engineering Conference will be held in Minneapolis, Minnesota, from 
September 11-13th. For more information, click here. 
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Let’s Queer the Census!! 

●  Complete your 2020 Census questionnaire – This takes just a few minutes but it is important so that PA 
residents get access to all of the Federal Resources we need. Here is that link: 
https://2020census.gov/en.html 

 

Transgender Topics in the News 
● Four authors quit J. K. Rowling agency over transgender comments 
● Woman is a mission to empower India’s transgender population one painted palm at a time 
● Transgender man pregnant with second child 
● LGBTQ groups sue to block Trump administration for scrapping transgender health care protections 
● Supreme Court delivers major victory for LGBTQ workers 

 

Calling All Movie Lovers! 

ArtsQuest is seeking transgender individuals who are film buffs to participate in panel discussions about LGBTQ 
representation in film.  The first opportunities are around John Water’s films in July, but there will be future 
opportunities as well.  If you are interested in participating please contact Ryan Hill at Artsquest 
(rhill@artsquest.org). 

 

Watch ‘DISCLOSURE’ on Netflix 

Launched on June 19th, DISCLOSURE is an unprecedented, eye-opening look at transgender depictions in film and 
television, revealing how Hollywood simultaneously reflects and manufactures our deepest anxieties about 
gender. Leading trans thinkers and creatives, including Laverne Cox, Lilly Wachowski, Yance Ford, Mj Rodriguez, 
Jamie Clayton, and Chaz Bono, share their reactions and resistance to some of Hollywood’s most beloved 
moments. Grappling with films like A Florida Enchantment (1914), Dog Day Afternoon, The Crying Game, and Boys 
Don’t Cry, and with shows like The Jeffersons, The L-Word, and Pose, they trace a history that is at once 
dehumanizing, yet also evolving, complex, and sometimes humorous. What emerges is a fascinating story of 
dynamic interplay between trans representation on screen, society’s beliefs, and the reality of trans lives. 
Reframing familiar scenes and iconic characters in a new light, director Sam Feder invites viewers to confront 
unexamined assumptions, and shows how what once captured the American imagination now elicits new 
feelings. Disclosure provokes a startling revolution in how we see and understand trans people. 
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Corinne’s Corner - A Month of Highs, Lows and Self-Care 

I knew that June 2020 was going to be a different kind of Pride month but it has exceeded all of my expectations - 
both in terms of positives and in terms of mind blowing challenges.  The month is only ⅔ over and just look at 
everything that has happened: 

- Pride celebrations cancelled due to COVID-19 
- The Supreme Court affirms LGBTQ employment rights under Title VII 
- The Trump administration announces new rules denying LGBTQ people access to healthcare and 

homeless shelters 
- Governor Wolf affirms that under his government LGBTQ people will have access to healthcare services 
- The PA legislature once again refuses to take up legislation affirming LGBTQ rights 
- Pennsylvania counties move to Yellow and Green phases 
- JK Rowling pens an anti-trans diatribe and is quoted on the floor of the Senate 
- No fewer than four trans people have been murdered in June 
- Peaceful BLM protests are violently put down in Lafayette Park and cities across the country 
- West Virginia elected its first openly transgender official 

Locally, we were able to issue over a dozen name change, food and clothing grants; managed to pull off a 
successful Pride picnic at short notice (a special thanks to Christine and Racquel); Added expanded lists of 
trans-affirming therapists/doctors to the websites, gained exposure for EPTEP/Renaissance in local media, and 
last but no least launched a new support group for Gender Non-Binary people. 

On a personal level, I participated in several media calls and webinars, took two (soon to be three) trips to NYC, 
landed a new client, restarted delayed projects for clients, spoke to a youth group, attended five volunteer 
Board/Committee meetings, created two fundraisers, wrote 3 articles, shot and edited two videos, reworked 
several pages on our websites and even did yard work (which I hate).  

I don’t know about you, but I think it may be time for a bit of self-care.  I am going to turn my phone off, pour a 
glass of wine, take a bubble bath and chill…   
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Attention Amazon Shoppers! 

You can now have a portion of your purchase amount donated to Eastern PA Trans Equity Project and LV 
Renaissance! These donations go directly toward helping us to empower Trans and Gender Expansive people 
through legal name change assistance, name change grants, clothing grants, food assistance, scholarships and 
supportive services.  Please help us by designating us as your charity of choice and purchasing from Amazon 
Smile!  Please designate us as your charity of choice and shop at smile.amazon.com  or save this link and use it 
when you shop on Amazon: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-3324666 

 

Upcoming Events  

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many events/groups have been cancelled or are being held remotely. 
Renaissance is holding regular virtual meetings.  Please check with the facilitators of other groups as needed 
below. 

● July 8  - Parents of Trans Kids from 6-7:30pm (remote) - Contact Pam at coachpam@aol.com for details 
● July 10 - Beyond the Binary Meet-up from 7:30-9pm (remote) - Contact KhrysExpositoclc@gmail.com for 

information 
● July 11 - Renaissance Meeting (remote via Zoom) - Contact Corinne at lvrenaissanceinfo@gmail.com for 

details 
● July 13 - Spouses and Partners meet-up (via Zoom) - Contact Corinne at lvrenaissanceinfo@gmail.com for 

details 
● July 22  - Parents of Trans Kids from 6-7:30pm (remote) - Contact Pam at coachpam@aol.com for details 
● July 22  - Transfeminine Group from 6:30-8pm (remote) - Contact Emma at whitneyafterdark@gmail.com 

for details  
● July 28  - Transmasculine Group from 6:30-8pm (remote) - Contact Danielle at ddelp904@gmail.com for 

details 
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Ongoing Local LGBTQ Services* 
● Free HIV & STI Testing - 2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 4-6pm @ Bradbury Sullivan Center 
● LGBT Legal Clinic - 2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 4-6pm @ Bradbury Sullivan Center 
● LGBT+ Cancer Support Group - 2nd Tuesday  @ Bradbury Sullivan Center 
● LGBT Mental Health Group - 3rd Wednesdays - 6-7pm @ Bradbury Sullivan Center 
● Bereavement Group - 4th Tuesday, 5:30-7pm @ Bradbury Sullivan Center 

 

*These ongoing services may have been cancelled or modified due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

COVID-19 Updates - Transgender Services 

Primary Care and Specialty Care 

Many doctor’s offices are beginning to see patients in-person again.  If you are in a doctor’s care or are 
seeking gender-affirming care it is time to begin reaching out! 

Important Note Re: Legal Name Changes 

Lehigh and Northampton County courthouses are NOW OPEN. This means that name changes and other 
legal matters that were on hold are moving forward again. You may visit your county’s courthouse for the 
paperwork needed to begin your name change. 

Allentown Women’s Center Services 

For transgender patients who use the AWC for their care - The AWC is currently only doing on-site care 
visits for critical situations.  They are working through their patient list and will be contacting patients on a 
rolling basis who would be due for a check-up and/or prescription renewal with instructions.  In most 
cases prescriptions will be renewed at current levels unless blood work results indicate otherwise.   

Comprehensive Health Services @ LVHN 

Comprehensive Health is providing video and phone visits at this time.   Downloading the “My LVHN” app 
onto your smartphone is extremely helpful in facilitating both the video visits and other patient provider/ 
office communication.  If someone must come into the facility they are screening for temperatures at the 
front desk, and ask that you call ahead of time so the visit can be expedited.  Prescriptions are being 
refilled at current levels unless you are having issues.  
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Upcoming Pride Festivals - Mark Your Calendars & Check Websites for 
Updates! 

● !!!NEW EVENT!!! - Lansdale Pride Walk - June 28th @ 12:00pm 
● Philly Pride - CANCELLED 
● Pittsburgh Pride - POSTPONED for Fall 2020 (Date TBD) 
● Reading Pride - Now a virtual event - July 19 
● Pride Festival of Central PA (Harrisburg) - CANCELLED 
● Lehigh Valley Pride - VIRTUAL EVENT VIA FACEBOOK on August 16, 2020 
● Doylestown Pride - RESCHEDULED for October 1-4, 2020 
● Pocono Pride Festival - Oct. 4th 2020 
● New Hope Pridefest - RESCHEDULED for October 10, 2020 

Transgender Services Fair & Open House - September 24 from 6-8pm 

We are pleased to announce the EPTEP and the Bradbury-Sullivan Center are co-hosting a new program just for 
trans and gender-diverse people.  You will have an opportunity to meet with multiple service providers that 
support the trans community and while you are at it you can meet and mingle with others from the 
gender-diverse community.  Watch this space for more details but save the date now!  
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Conferences and Large Events - PLEASE NOTE CHANGES 

● Philadelphia Trans Wellness Conference: The Philadelphia Trans Wellness Conference has been 
postponed to August 19-21, 2021. For more information, please click here 

● TAVA Transgender Military Retreat: The Transgender Amerian Veteran Association will host a weekened 
retreat in Atlanta, Georgia from September 25-27, 2020. There is also an opportunity to attend an Atlanta 
Braves baseball game for an additional fee. For more information, please click here. 

● LGBTQ+ Conference for Undergraduate Engineers: The O4U Conference allows for undergraduate 
students to collaborate with other LGBTQ+ students and create a support system as they go about finding 
their career path. This year’s O4U Engineering Conference will be held in Minneapolis, Minnesota, from 
September 11-13th. For more information, click here. 

Volunteer Opportunities   

Renaissance and EPTEP continue to broaden our services and our reach and that has resulted in opportunities for 
our members to step-up and spread the word of inclusiveness.  We currently are seeking: 

● People interested in writing a column for this newsletter 
● People who can accompany trans folk at their court hearings for legal name changes 
● People interested in finding guest speakers for Renaissance meetings 
● Bilingual individuals to assist Spanish speakers 

If you want to make a difference and enjoy the good feelings you get from doing good work, email us at 
info@PATransEquity.org 

Always Stay in the  Know - Follow Us on Social Media! 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram!  

         

 

Privacy Notice: Lehigh Valley Transgender Renaissance, the Eastern PA Trans Equity Project, and the 
Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Center respect everyone's right to privacy.  You received this email because you 
signed-up for the Renaissance mailing list.  If you no longer wish to receive emails from us, please reply to this 
email with that request. 
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