
 

 

August 1, 2019 

Another Philadelphia Trans Wellness Conference (PTWC) is in the books and once again, Renaissance 
was able to fully fund a bus and driver to take about two dozen people to the conference free of charge 
saving them the cost and hassle of tolls and parking in Center City Philly (see photo of some below).  We 
want to thank the generous donors whose contributions made this possible.  We also want to than the 
team at the Bradbury-Sullivan Center for making the bus arrangements. 
 
The PTWC is special for a number of reasons.  In addition to the size of the event and the fact that it is 
offered free of charge to the Community, one of the things that sets this conference apart from the rest 
is the diversity of the attendees and speakers.  The space is entirely welcoming to people of color, 
gender nonconforming people, those on the autism spectrum, individuals from other countries, parents, 
siblings, and so many more.   
 
One of the best sessions that I attended spoke to how we can support trans people who have been 
incarcerated while another presentation on how to conduct peer-to-peer education/support was 
presented by a team from Russia. 
 
And, of course, there was time to meet people.  This includes old friends and acquaintances, those know 
through social media, and social activists and organizers. 
 
We hope to see you there next year!  
 
 

 
 

News You 

Can Use 



Are you ready for LV Pride? 
 
Renaissance has been part of Lehigh Valley Pride since the beginning and we will be there again this year 
with an expanded presence.  We will be taking photos and handing out our new refrigerator magnets 
and pronoun badges.  We will also have information for parents, healthcare providers and others, so be 
sure to stop by the tent on August 18th.   
 
 

Reel Queer Film Series presents The Garden Left Behind 

The Garden Left Behind traces the relationship between Tina, a young Mexican trans woman, and 

Eliana, her grandmother, as they navigate Tina's transition and struggle to build a life for themselves as 

undocumented immigrants in New York City. WARNING: This film may be triggering for some 

individuals. This film contains a scene of severe violence against a transgender person.  You may view a 

preview here.  The film can be viewed at the Bradbury-Sullivan Center on August 15th 

 

Penndot Has Plans To Add A Gender Neutral Option On Drivers Licenses 

By this time next year, if all goes according to plan, Pennsylvania will join thirteen other states in 

allowing drivers to select a third option when getting a new license.  Just as when the Department 

implemented changed to allow trans people to get a license to match their gender this change does not 

require legislative approval (Phew!).  More details can be found here. 

 

Trans Kids Deserve A Great Camping Experience 

• The Sam and Devorah Foundation for Trans Youth and the Trans Youth Equality Foundation 

(transyouthequality.org) are planning their second annual retreat for trans kids in October.  

Scholarships are available.  Open to kids aged 12-17.  To apply, please click this link 

• Another great opportunity for youth is Camp Aranutiq which is targeted at kids aged 8-13.   

 
Seeking assistance with Gender Confirmation Surgery? 

The Jim Collins Foundation offers the opportunity to apply for grants to assist trans folk whose insurance 

does not cover GCS.  Their grant process for disbursement next year begins in May but you can learn 

about their program here. 

 
Upcoming Pride Events 

• Aug 4 - York Equality Fest 

• Aug 4 - Pride Franklin County 

• Aug 10 - Pride Picnic at Knoebel's Grove 

• Aug 18 – Lehigh Valley Pridefest 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x8enb4lawNA
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/penndot-plans-gender-neutral-option-for-driver-s-licenses/article_ff54078e-fa9e-5ac6-940e-c9d90f8691f2.html?fbclid=IwAR29z_DOKzniKSvsaB2_OSIuzAnWIyF_YXG5WVRR2DxD75vrzFF-eqmgDKY#utm_campaign=blox&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social
http://transyouthequality.org/
https://sdfty.formstack.com/forms/sam_devorah_retreat_2019_application
https://www.camparanutiq.org/
https://jimcollinsfoundation.org/


October 8th is a Big Day! 

That is the day that the Supreme Court will be hearing from the Parties in three cases that revolve 

around LGBTQ discrimination.  On of them, is Harris Funeral Homes v. EEOC and relates to the 

termination of an employee who was terminated specifically because they are transgender.  The 

Washington Blade did a nice job outlining the issues at hand. 

 

National Trans Visibility March 

After some fits and starts, it looks like the National Trans Visibility March is going to take place on Sept. 

28th in the US Capitol.  Marchers will start at Freedom Plaza and then Rally in front of the Capitol 

building.  More info can be found here  

 

News You Can Use – Links to News Stories Around the World  

• The US College of Physicians has released new guidelines for Primary Care of trans people. 

• Transgender rights cases for students have stalled under the Trump Administration 

• 21 trans women competed in Mexico’s first ever trans beauty contest 

• USA Today discusses the issues of violence against trans women of color 

• “Passing” is a privilege that creates its own set of challenges.  Learn more here. 

• The State of North Carolina has agreed to a Court settlement improving trans peoples rights 

with regard to bathroom access. 

• The Washington Post discusses the variances in trans healthcare from one state to another 

• A mom is taking her case against her emancipated daughter to the Supreme Court 

• Akron Children’s Hospital has opened a center for transgender healthcare 

• Calling all actors!  Marvel is now casting its first trans superhero! 

• Learn about the latest step in Gavin Grimm’s case against his former Virginia High School 

• A mom and a physician talks abut her experience when her trans daughter came out 

 

Events Calendar 

• Aug 10 – Renaissance Transgender Support Meeting. 7:30pm at MCCLV 1401 Greenview Dr., 
Bethlehem 

• Aug 15 – Film: “The Garden Left Behind,” 6:30pm at the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community 
Center 

• Aug 18 – Lehigh Valley Pride.  Jewish Community Center, Tilghman St., Allentown (Parking at 
Muhlenberg College) 

• Aug 20 - Queer and Trans People of Color group. 6pm-8pm at the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT 
Community Center 

• Aug 27 – Transmasculine group. 6:30pm at the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center 

• August 28 - Parents of Trans Kids. 6pm at the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center 
  

https://www.washingtonblade.com/2019/07/01/supreme-court-sets-oct-8-to-hear-whether-workers-can-be-fired-for-being-lgbt/
https://transmarchondc.org/
https://www.statnews.com/2019/07/01/new-guidelines-primary-care-physicians-transgender-care/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/29/us/politics/gay-transgender-rights-devos.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/mexico-crowns-transgender-beauty-queen-bid-acceptance-n1035646
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/07/25/transgender-hate-crime-statistics-12-th-black-woman-murdered-2019/1824515001/
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/vb99dm/transgender-women-explain-what-its-like-when-they-dont-look-trans
https://www.cnn.com/2019/07/23/politics/north-carolina-transgender-bathrooms-settlement/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/states-are-all-over-the-map-when-it-comes-to-transgender-health-care/2019/07/19/68d033a6-a8bd-11e9-9214-246e594de5d5_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.ec1af362ce0f
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/07/24/mom-who-sued-transgender-daughter-takes-case-to-the-supreme-court.html
https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/akron-canton-news/akron-childrens-hospital-establishes-center-for-transgender-and-lgbtq-patients
https://wegotthiscovered.com/movies/marvel-casting-mcus-transgender-hero/
https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/virginia-school-s-transgender-bathroom-ban-back-court-n1032761
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2019-07-18/doctor-transgender-child-lgbtq-healthcare


 Other Services of Note: 

• Free LGBT Legal Clinic: Free half-hour consultations with attorneys re: name change, 
discrimination, harassment, and more.  Every other Tuesday from 4-6pm.  

• HIV/STI Testing: Free, totally non-judgy, drop-in testing for HIV and other sexually transmitted 
infections (STIs) every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month from 4-6pm. 

  

Privacy Notice: Lehigh Valley Transgender Renaissance and the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Center respect 

everyone's right to privacy.  You received this email because you signed-up for the Renaissance mailing 

list.  If you no longer wish to receive emails from us, please reply to this email with that request. 

 


